Response field of cat trigeminal sensory complex neurons responsive to mechanical stimulation of the canine tooth.
Response fields of periodontal mechanoreceptive (PM) neurons in the cat's trigeminal sensory complex were examined while mechanical stimulation was applied to the canine tooth in 12 directions on the horizontal plane. Almost all the slowly adapting PM neurons were directionally selective to stimulation, and their response fields had response angles greater than 180 degrees, i.e. broad type.